
Honoring the WORD
of the CREATOR

By Law rence E. Ford

eav ing a leg acy is of ten said to be the la bor of
pres i dents and rul ers.  How they gov ern their sub -
jects and cit i zens will de ter mine just how fa vor -
able their leg acy will be judged.  Some lead ers
work hard to en sure their con tri bu tions rise to

prom i nence in the an nals of his tory.  This is called “leg acy
build ing.”

Par ents also leave a leg acy to their chil dren and grand -
chil dren. Whether it is a good one or not de pends on the
man ner in which they raised their chil dren, but more im por -
tantly it rests on the prin ci ples and con vic tions they es tab -
lished within their home.

This can be true of or ga ni za tions, too, par tic u larly those 
like the “In sti tute for Cre ation Re search” that were founded
by a vi sion ary leader.  And for ICR founder Dr. Henry Mor ris, 
his one cer tain foun da tion was the Word of God.

A gifted sci en tist and re searcher, Dr. Mor ris was ad mit -
tedly much more in love with the Scrip tures than with the
dis ci plines of sci ence.  And so it is no sur prise that any com -
pro mise of the Bible, by sci en tists or oth ers, af fected him
deeply.

De ter min ing Au thor ity

Is the Bi ble trust wor thy or not?  More im por tantly, is the 
Au thor of the Bi ble – God – trust wor thy or not?  If so, then
God is su premely and ex clu sively au thor i ta tive on all mat -
ters about which He writes.

In other words, since God is the Au thor of all truth and

no un truth, then the very test of Scrip ture is pur pose fully
and su per nat u rally in spired and trust wor thy, even on mat -
ters of sci ence.

Man, when faced with truth, must de cide whether he
will sub mit to the Au thor of truth or re ject both truth and
God.  There is no mid dle ground or com pro mise.

More par tic u larly, the Chris tian must de cide what con -
sti tutes his au thor ity when read ing and com mu ni cat ing the
truths of Scrip ture.  The Bi ble or sci ence?  The Au thor of the 
Bi ble or the ex perts in sci ence?  Again, there is no neu tral
po si tion.

Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, founder and long-time pres i -
dent of Dal las Theo log i cal Sem i nary, wrote in the open ing
pages of his eight-vol ume Chafer Sys tem atic The ol ogy:

Cer tain well-de fined ar ti cles of faith con cern ing the
Scrip tures have been and are held by the or tho dox Prot es -
tants:

The Bi ble is the in fal li ble Word of God.
The Bi ble is the only rule of faith and prac tice.
Hu man rea son and knowl edge should be wholly
sub ject to the Scrip tures. 1

Chafer con tin ues with his list and de fense of the in teg -
rity and au thor ity of the Scrip tures, in which he stated that
while the Spirit of God may lead be liev ers in mat ters of con -
duct, He does not do so “in the for mu lat ing of doc trine
which might be su per im posed upon the Word of God.”2

Enough said.  Don’t tam per with God’s Word!
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An Un wa ver ing Com mit ment

Several years be fore his pass ing,
Dr. Mor ris pub lished a de vo tional ar -
ti cle based on Acts 4:24: “And …..
they lifted up their voice to God with
one ac cord, and said, Lord, thou art
God, which hast made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and all that in
them is.”

Com ment ing on the is sue of
Chris tian unity and the fact of cre -
ation, he stated em phat i cally:
…Chris tians do not speak with one
ac cord to day, even on this most ba sic
of all truths, the fact of cre ation.  In -
stead, many choose to dis sem ble and
equiv o cate and com pro mise, in vent -
ing such self-con tra dic tory con cepts
as the is tic evo lu tion, pro gres sive cre -
ation, pro cess cre ation, and such like, 
wist fully seek ing ap proval from
those who deny that the God of the
Bi ble cre ated all things and thereby
do ing great harm to the faith of many.  
Like the men-pleas ers of old who
“loved the praise of men more than
the praise of God” (John 12:43), they
seek ac a demic ap proval rather than
Biblical au thor ity and sci en tific
factuality.  Be ing of one ac cord with
the in tel lec tual es tab lish ment car ries
more weight than unity with Chris -
tian breth ren who be lieve the Bi ble
means what it says.3

Years later, Dr. Mor ris re minded
be liev ers that God will re quire an an -
swer for one’s words and works on
earth.

We sug gest that those Chris tians
who ques tion the truth of any por tion
of the Bi ble or who try to “wrest” the
Scrip tures (2 Pe ter 3:16) to make them
ac com mo date some cur rent sci en tific
claim or some “pri vate in ter pre ta tion”
(2 Pe ter 1:20) ask them selves if they
are pre pared to ex plain to the Lord
their rea sons for do ing so. Re mem ber
that “ev ery one of us shall give ac count 
of him self to God” (Romans 14:12). 
Would it not be better in that day to
have be lieved and taught what Christ
be lieved and taught?  With re spect to
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the great his tor i cal re cords of early his tory, we need to re -
mem ber His re buke of the re li gious lead ers of the time when
He was on Earth.  “If ye be lieve not (Mo ses’) writ ings,” He
said, “How shall ye be lieve my words?” (John 5:47).4

No Mid dle Ground

When it co mes to bib li cal au thor ity, there is no mid dle
ground.  Ei ther the Chris tian places his un wa ver ing trust in
the Scrip tures or else he el e vates him self above the Au thor
of the Bi ble.  Mud dling the in ter pre ta tion of the Cre ator’s
words with a man-made tem plate called “mod ern sci ence”
den i grates God’s abil ity to com pose and com mu ni cate His
mes sage in a clear and con sis tent man ner that dem on strates
ab so lute in teg rity from Gen e sis through Rev e la tion.

Ques tion the cre ation ac count be cause of man’s dis cov -
er ies and one might as well ques tion the vir gin birth or res ur -
rec tion or even the de ity of Je sus Christ.

As ICR “rounds the cor ner” with re newed vigor in re -
search, ed u ca tion, and the dis sem i na tion of truth, the foun -
da tion upon which this min is try was es tab lished more than
35 years ago re mains solid.

New “move ments” may con tinue to rise up, gar ner ing
tem po rary pop u lar ity and “suc cess,” only to fade away as
quickly as they ap peared – of ten due to their weak scrip tural
foun da tion.

Some at tempt to add to the Scrip tures based on nat u ral
rev e la tion.  But God’s cre ation can not con tra dict God’s
Word.  Oth ers re fuse to name the One who de signed it all in
or der to gain ac cep tance among men. Je sus had a few di rect
word in Luke 9:26 about those who are “ashamed” of Him.

While the gen er a tion of Dr. Henry Mor ris is pass ing, the 
leg acy he has left to his fam ily and his min is try con tin ues in
the tra di tion of un ashamed com mit ment to the Word of the
Cre ator.

Ref er ences

1) Chafer, I.  1980.  Chafer Sys tem atic The ol ogy, Vol ume
One.Dal las, TX: Dal las Sem i nary Press, 15.

2) Ibid, 15

3) Mor ris, H. 1995.  Cre ation and United Prayer.  Days of
Praise.

4) Mor ris, H. 1999.  The Bi ble and Je sus Christ.  Back to
Gen e sis

Taken from “Acts & Facts” 
Institute for Creation Research

PUT ON THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD, THAT YE 
MAY BE ABLE TO STAND AGAINST THE WILES

OF THE DEVIL.  (Eph. 6:11)

GOD’S Word tells us very im pres sively that we must
count  Sa tan as a real per son, a fallen chief tain, who burns in
an ger be cause he lost the bat tle against Christ, and who
stops at noth ing in or der to de stroy the peo ple of God.  He is
the fa ther of lies, and uses all pos si ble means to cause God’s
peo ple to fall.  He can meet us as a roar ing lion, as an oily
ser pent, and as an an gel of God.

All you who think that Sa tan is only an idea that sim -
ple-minded Chris tians have con ceived, you just choose
Christ and the cross as the only ground of your sal va tion,
then fol low in the foot steps of Je sus, and you will learn from 
ex pe ri ence that Sa tan ex ists.

No one can meet God in the robe of his own righ teous -
ness, and nei ther can any one dressed in his own clothes be
vic to ri ous over Sa tan.  We must wear the ar mor of God.  IF,
at some point in our lives we rely on our selves, we will be
de feated.  Where fore many a time we had the dis taste ful ex -
pe ri ence that when we thought we were at our best, we got
the worst wounds.

Sa tan dares not touch Christ and the cross, and there fore 
he tries to get us away from them.  At the cross we re ceive
the white robe of righ teous ness in which we can meet God,
and there we also get the strong steel breast plate that no dart
of Sa tan can pen e trate. 

Thy love, O God, em braces all,
   And Je sus’ mer its cover

The guilt of all, both great and small,
   The world of sin ners over.

Thy Spirit doth Thy light af ford
   To all who will re ceive it,

And from Thy knowl edge bars Thy Word
   No soul who will be lieve it.

Taken from “Thy Kingdom Come”
by Ludvig Hope

Wise Say ings:

“Con fi dence in an un faith ful man in time of
trou ble Is like a bad tooth and a foot out of

joint.”
“As cold wa ter to a weary soul, So is good

news from a far coun try.  Who ever has no rule 
over his own spirit Is like a city bro ken down,

with out walls.”  Prov erbs 25:19, 25, 28. 



Assurance
Rev. Maynard Force

Ed i tor’s Note:  This is the sec ond chap ter from Rev.
Maynard Force’s book let en ti tled, “As sur ance.”  The first
chap ter was printed in the Sep tem ber, 2007 is sue of the
Morn ing Glory.  If you would like a copy of that is sue,
please write to the ed i tor.

“Those Who Lack As sur ance.” 

There is much con fu sion on the sub ject of lack of as sur -
ance. There are those who preach and teach that some are
saved, but only lack as sur ance. As sur ance to them seems to
be some thing ex tra, some thing that some Chris tians have
and oth ers do not have. I per son ally believe that such
preach ing is one rea son why our Lutheran Church is what it
is to day. It is upon the pil low of this teach ing that many peo -
ple are sleep ing. Year af ter year passes by and still they sleep 
on. Let us pray that God’s Word will awaken them be fore it
is too late. Let us turn to see what God’s Word has to say
about those who lack as sur ance. 

Lack of as sur ance is se ri ous. Some thing is wrong with
any one who lacks as sur ance. Paul writes to the Romans,
“The Spirit him self beareth wit ness with our spirit, that we
are chil dren of God” (Rom. 8:16). If this were the only verse
in the Bi ble to prove that a per son should know he is saved,
it would be suf fi cient. The Lord never makes a state ment
and then dis proves it. When ever “the Spirit him self” can not
bear this wit ness, some thing is stand ing in the way. The
Holy Spirit has been hin dered in His work of grace and can
go no fur ther. The in di vid ual may be awak ened, to be sure,
but that is not sal va tion. It is only the be gin ning. The in di -
vid ual may even be a seeker, but a seeker is not saved. “For
many …shall seek to en ter in, and shall not be able” (Luke
13:24). 

Dr. C. F. W. Walther, in his book Law and Gos pel,.
writes, “There are peo ple who re gard them selves as good
Chris tians al though they are spir i tu ally dead. They have
never felt a real an guish on ac count of their sins; they have
never been filled with ter ror on ac count of them, have never
been ap palled by the thought of the hell which they have de -
served, have never been on their knees be fore God, be wail -
ing with bit ter tears their awful, dam na ble con di tion un der
sin. Much less have they wept sweet tears of joy and glo ri -
fied God for His mercy. They read and hear the Word of God 
with out be ing spe cially im pressed by it. They go to church
and re ceive ab so lu tion with out feel ing re freshed; they at -
tend Holy Com mu nion with out any in ward sen sa tion and
re main as cold as ice. Oc ca sion ally, when they be come in -
wardly ag i tated be cause of their in dif fer ence in mat ters
concerning their sal va tion and be cause of their lack of

appreciation of God’s Word, they try to quiet their heart with 
the re flec tion that the Lu theran Church teaches that the lack
of spir i tual feel ing is of no mo ment. They rea son that this
lack can not harm them and that they can be good Chris tians
not with stand ing, be cause they con sider them selves be liev -
ers.

“How ever, they la bor un der a griev ous self-de lu sion.
Peo ple in that con di tion have noth ing but the dead faith of
the in tel lect, a spe cious faith, or, to ex press it still more dras -
ti cally, a lip faith. They may say with their mouths ‘I be -
lieve,’ but their heart is not con scious of it. No, in deed; a
per son who can not say, in ac cor dance with Psalm 34:8, that
he has tasted and seen that the Lord is good must not re gard
him self as be ing in a state of true faith. More over, the apos -
tle Paul says, Rom. 8:16: ‘The Spirit him self beareth wit ness 
with our spirit, that we are chil dren of God.’ Can the Holy
Spirit bear this wit ness in us with out our feel ing it? The wit -
ness in court must speak loud enough for the judge to hear.
The same is nec es sary in this case. Ac cord ing to God’s Word 
any per son who has never felt the tes ti mony of the Spirit that 
he is the child of God is spir i tu ally dead. He can of fer no tes -
ti mony in his fa vor and does wrong by con sid er ing him self a 
Chris tian nev er the less.”

Lack of as sur ance is a sign of un be lief. Faith and as sur -
ance go hand in hand. “Faith is as sur ance of things hoped
for, a con vic tion of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). No tice the
first three words from this quo ta tion, “Faith is as sur ance.”
Then it is clear that if we do not have as sur ance it is be cause
we do not have faith. If that be the case, we are un be liev ers.
This same truth is clearly brought out in I John 5:12. “He
that be liev eth on the Son of God hath the wit ness in him: he
that be liev eth not God hath made him a liar; be cause he hath
not be lieved in the wit ness that God hath borne con cern ing
his Son. And the wit ness is this, that God gave unto us eter -
nal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath
the life; he that hath not the Son of God hath not the life" (1
John 5:10-12). No tice that he that truly be lieves “hath the
wit ness in him” and “hath the life.” No tice also that he that
be liev eth not “hath made him a liar.” That is a se ri ous of -
fense. Fur ther more, it is ev i dent from this Scrip ture that
such an un be liever is not a Chris tian, for he “hath not the
life.” That is God’s own word and that should be fi nal. 

The un be liever is given a se ri ous clas si fi ca tion in God’s
cat a log of sin ners. “But for the fear ful, and un be liev ing, and 
abom i na ble, and mur der ers, and for ni ca tors, and sor cer ers,
and idol a ters, and all li ars, their part shall be in the lake that
burneth with fire and brim stone; which is the sec ond death”
(Rev. 21:8). No tice that the un be liever is put in the same
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class as “mur der ers and for ni ca tors.” They are to gether
doomed to eter nal dam na tion. 

Quot ing again from Dr. Walther, we read. “It would be
aw ful if any of you would have to re tire this eve ning with the 
thought in his heart: ‘I do not know whether God is gra cious
to me, whether He has ac cepted me as His child, and
whether my sins are for given. If God were to call me hence
to night, I would not be sure whether I should die saved.’
God grant that not one of you will re tire in that frame of
mind; for he would lie down to rest with the wrath of God
abid ing on him.” 

Lack of as sur ance is bond age. It car ries with it fear and
un rest. Paul writ ing to the Romans says, “For ye re ceived
not the spirit of bond age again unto fear; but ye re ceived the
spirit of adop tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Fa ther" (Rom.
9:15). If then we lack as sur ance, we are dom i nated by the
spirit of bond age. There is no joy to a soul who does not
know whether or not he is saved, but rather a “fear ful ex pec -
ta tion of judg ment.” The opposite is true of a child of God.
“Ye re ceived the spirit of adop tion, whereby we cry, Abba,
Fa ther.” Note the word ing. “Ye re ceived,” not some thing
you might get, or some thing only a cer tain few have, but
some thing you have al ready re ceived. “The spirit of adop -
tion”— what a beau ti ful de scrip tion of the Holy Spirit!
Moffatt’s trans la tion reads, “The spirit of son ship.” That is
as dif fer ent from the spirit of bond age as day is from night.

Mar tin Lu ther writes, “ ‘Ye have re ceived the spirit of
adop tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Fa ther.’ This cry ing
(Abba, Fa ther) is felt when one’s con science, with out wa -
ver ing and ques tion ing, con ceives a staunch bold ness to be
quite cer tain, not only that his sins have been for given, but
also that he is a child of God, as sured of his sal va tion, and
may with a cheer ful and as sured heart and with all con fi -
dence call God his dear Fa ther and cry to Him. Of these
things he must be more cer tain than his very life, and must
be ready to suf fer ev ery kind of death, and hell in ad di tion,
rather than al low this assurance to be taken from him by
yield ing to doubt. 

“True there may come a strife in a Chris tian caus ing him 
an anx ious feel ing, lead ing him to think he is not a child of
God, and to imag ine and feel that God is an an gry, stern
judge, as hap pened to Job and many oth ers. But in a con flict
of this kind, child like con fi dence, though trem bling and
quak ing, must con quer in the end or ev ery thing is lost.” 

Lack of as sur ance is a sign of a rep ro bate. Paul, writ ing
to the Co rin thi ans, ad mon ishes them, “Try your own selves,
whether ye are in the faith; prove your own selves. Or know
ye not as to your own selves, that Je sus Christ is in you? un -
less in deed ye be rep ro bate (not approved)” (II Cor. 13:5).
What a sol emn state ment! If this warn ing was fit ting for the
Co rin thi ans, surely it would be in place for us also. Paul
asked them to check up on them selves. “Try your own

selves, whether ye are in the faith.” Then he asks, “Know ye
not as to your own selves, that Christ is in you?” He is sur -
prised if they do not know. He does not add, “Of course, you
are saved and do not know it.” No, he quickly re minds them, 
“Un less in deed ye be rep ro bate.” Rep ro bates, or out casts, do 
not have Holy Spirit as sur ance. There fore, now is the time to 
“try your own selves” and “prove your own selves” to see
whether you are in the faith. 

Lack of as sur ance is a sign of  blind ness. Those who
lack as sur ance have failed to lay hold of one of the most
blessed truths in all of God’s Word. Sa tan is still hold ing
them in dark ness, “and even if our gos pel is veiled, it is
veiled in them that per ish: in whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of the un be liev ing, that the light of
the gos pel of the glory of Christ, who is the im age of God,
should not dawn upon them” (II Cor. 4:3, 4).  No tice the se ri -
ous ness of the state ment. “It is veiled in them that per ish.”
Lost peo ple are blind. They just can not see what God’s chil -
dren see. It is Sa tan’s desire to keep them in this dark ness un -
til it is too late. There fore blind peo ple should never be
com forted to be lieve all is well. It were far better that they
might be come con scious of their ter ri ble state. It is only
when peo ple re al ize they are lost that they be gin to seek
Christ in dead ear nest. As Mar tin Lu ther puts it: “God never
com forts any but the af flicted, just as he never quick ens unto 
life any but the dead. Nor ever jus ti fies any but sin ners.” 

Lack of as sur ance is a sign of no tes ti mony.  Pe ter writes
that we should be “ready al ways to give an swer to ev ery
man that asketh you a rea son con cern ing the hope that is in
you, yet with meek ness and fear” (I Pet. 3:15). One who
lacks as sur ance has no hope. It would be em bar rass ing for
such a one to be asked a rea son con cern ing the hope that is in 
him. Be fore I found peace with God, I had an in ward fear of
the ques tion, “Are you saved?” Now that same ques tion
gives me a great joy. It of fers an op por tu nity “to give an swer
to ev ery man that asketh” a rea son con cern ing the hope that
is in me. This hope is not one that is to come, but rather “the
hope that is in you,” some thing you now have. 

These are only a few verses that show the se ri ous ness of
not hav ing as sur ance. Yet there are those who are de ceived
into be liev ing they are saved when they are still in dark ness,
un be lief, bond age and blind ness. How it must dis turb Sa tan
to have any of these souls wake up and ear nestly seek sal va -
tion. He must do all he can to keep this truth from those in
dark ness, or he will lose many of his cap tives. We there fore
see from God’s Word that it is a very se ri ous mat ter not to
have as sur ance. 

Permission granted by the Family of 
the Pastor Maynard Force and 

Mercy and Truth Publishers, 
Newfolden, Mn.
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A Rock & Roll Band in Church?!?!
“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by

which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.  For our God is a
consuming fire.” (Heb. 12:28)

It is the lat est rage to sweep through Chris tian churches.  
Out with the stately or gan and pi ano, and in with the loud
drums, am pli fied elec tric gui tars and bass, and ser vices that
are more like go ing to a rock con cert than to church.  Some
churches are even using flash ing, psy che delic lights, strobe
lights, and some even us ing fog ma chines.  Even con ser va -
tive churches that once held the line very strictly against any
false teach ing from com ing in through the mu sic, have now
let down their guard and ac cepted the rock mu sic style.

Saints can now stand and gy rate to the beat of the mu sic, 
sway ing their hips around.  Youth groups and youth min is -
tries now use this for evan ge lism.  It is nearly im pos si ble to
find churches and min is tries which won’t use rock mu sic. 
“It at tracts the young peo ple” is one rea son given for us ing
it.  “Af ter all, the Bi ble in structs us to praise the Lord with
loud per cus sion in Psalm 150:5, which says, ‘Praise Him
with loud cym bals, praise Him with clash ing cym bals!’  We
are only do ing what the Bi ble com mands, and mu sic style is
neu tral, it can be used for good or evil, de pend ing on the
words.  Rock mu sic is the mu sic of to day, and we are sim ply
us ing the mu sic of to day to bring God’s Love to to day’s 
peo ple, just like evan ge lists did in the past (in clud ing Lu -
ther).”

This would be the line of rea son ing used by most peo ple
us ing rock mu sic.  Does this make it right?  No.

Rev er ence and Godly Fear

In the Scrip ture at the top of the page, we are in structed
on how to serve God ac cept ably, and that is with rev er ence
and godly fear.  If we do not have a rev er ence for God, we
are not serv ing Him ac cept ably.  “God is to be greatly feared 
in the as sem bly of the saints, and to be had in rev er ence of
all them that are about Him.” (Ps. 89:7)  

Do you see any rev er ence for Al mighty God in “Chris -
tian” rock mu sic?  Do you see peo ple who know that God is
a con sum ing fire, and that is re flected in all that they do, say
and sing? The fear of the Lord means that we ac knowl edge
that He is ab so lutely holy, pure and righ teous, and that in His 
ho li ness He must and will pun ish each and ev ery sin in an
eter nal ret ri bu tion.  When the prophet Isa iah saw the Lord in
His ho li ness, he cried out, “Woe is me, for I am un done.”

(Isa. 6:5)   He rec og nized that God was holy and that he was
not, and he had a fear of God and His pun ish ment.  Only af -
ter he con fessed his sin and was cleansed from God’s al tar
did he find peace with God.  Is this the ear mark of “Chris -
tian”rock mu sic?  The an swer is ob vi ous:  “Chris tian”rock
mu sic is ac tu ally pro duc ing an at ti tude of ir rev er ence to -
ward God and is an un ac cept able way of serv ing Him.

This one fact alone would elim i nate most rock-style mu -
sic.  It is not a ques tion of one per son’s mu si cal taste ver sus
an other, it is a ques tion of what is ac cept able to God ac cord -
ing to the Scrip tures.

Fruit of the Spirit

We are told spe cif i cally in the Scrip tures what godly life 
and char ac ter are like.  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, long suf fer ing, kind ness, good ness, faith ful ness, gen -
tle ness, self-con trol.” (Gal. 5:22-23)   Is not this list op posed to 
the very na ture of rock mu sic?  Take for ex am ple, the godly
char ac ter of peace.  Do you see any peace in “Chris tian”
rock mu sic?  A loud, pound ing beat, some times so loud that
it is deaf en ing, should tell you that there is any thing but
peace in it.

An other fruit of the Spirit is gen tle ness.  “But the fruit of 
the Spirit is gen tle ness . . .”  (Galatians 5:23)  The Holy
Spirit will come in power to change you to be like Je sus.  Je -
sus Him self said, “Come unto me, all you who are weary
and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for I am gen tle and hum ble in
heart:  and you shall find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is
easy, and my load is light.” (Mat thew 11:28-30)   In both of
the above verses (Gal. 5:22 and Matt. 11:29), the root word
which is trans lated “gen tle” means “gen tle ness, mild ness,
meek ness” 1 and Reineker de fines this as “the hum ble and
gen tle at ti tude which ex presses it self in a pa tient sub mis -
sive ness to of fense, free from mal ice and de sire for re -
venge.” 2  Thus this fruit of the Spirit and char ac ter of Je sus
Him self is one that is gen tle and hum ble and not one to rise
up in ag gres sion, vi o lence or re venge.

Je sus is stat ing that His very heart (His very char ac ter) is 
to be gen tle, lowly, and hum ble.  There fore, this fruit of the
Spirit is one that con forms us to the very na ture and char ac -

con tin ued on pg.7

1 Joseph Thayer.  A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament.  (Grand Rapids:  Baker Book House, 1977) , p. 534.

2 Fritz Reinecker.  A Linguistic Key To The Greek New Testament.  (Grand Rapids, Zondervan Publishing House, 1980),  p. 12.
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ter of Christ Him self.  What is more, Je sus ad mon ishes us to
learn of Him in this so that we might be con formed to the im -
age of the Son of God (Rom. 8:29).

Je sus is meek, lowly and hum ble.  If “Chris tian” rock
mu sic is marked by this fruit of the Spirit, the mu sic and the
per for mances would be marked by hu mil ity, gen tle ness, and 
low li ness. Gen tle ness is not a char ac ter is tic of any rock mu -
sic.  Rock mu sic in and of it self stirs up ag gres sion.

As we have looked at some of the fruit of the Holy Spirit 
from Galatians 5:22-23 and com pared it to what we see in
“Chris tian” rock mu sic, we can see that the two are op po -
sites of each other.  It is the very na ture of rock mu sic to be
this way.  The Holy Spirit is not be hind this mu sic even
though they might men tion the name of “Je sus.”

Are we to say that this is the char ac ter of life which the
Holy Spirit pro duces in a be liever, and then turn around and
crank up a mu sic that is di a met ri cally op posed to it, and still
call it from the Spirit of God?  Hardly!

Even the sec u lar rock mu si cians rec og nize that rock mu -
sic and church mu sic are com plete op po sites of one an other.  
Fe male rock mu si cian Lita Ford said, 

“Lis ten, rock ‘n’ roll ain’t church.  It’s a nasty busi -
ness.  You gotta be nasty too.  If you’re goody,
goody, you can’t sing or play it.  Kids don’t pay to
see nice.  They want ag gres sion, they want an -
ger—and some sleaze, too.  They want re bels.” 3

Dr. Da vid Noebel noted the com plete op po sites of rock
mu sic and the Godly char ac ter of love:

“Chris tian Rock, like its pro gen i tor sec u lar rock,
man i fests a char ac ter is tic doubleness.  Al though its
lyr ics may re spect, for ex am ple, the con cept of true
love, the mu sic it self ex presses the un spo ken de sire
to smash it to pieces.” 4

It is obvious from Scrip ture that rock mu sic, by its very
na ture, is the op po site of what God has told us His na ture is.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

What does the Bi ble say about per cus sion?  What does
the Bi ble say about drums in Chris tian mu sic?  This will be
ad dressed in the De cem ber is sue in an ar ti cle en ti tled, “The
Val ley of Slaugh ter.”

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they fol low me” (John 10:27). 

HERE Je sus tells us that He knows His own. He knows
whether or not all we who sit here to gether in our home to -
day are His. 

Do you know if you are one of His? 

Je sus knows. Would you like to know what Je sus thinks of
you and your re la tion ship to God ? 

Lis ten here to the way Je sus de scribes those who are His
sheep!  

They “hear my voice.” That is the first thing He men tions. 

Does that ap ply to you?  Do you hear any thing that Je sus
says from day to day? 

Many will an swer hap pily in the af fir ma tive. Je sus speaks
and they hear Him.  Ev ery day.  It is the joy of their life to
“hear the voice of Je sus in the Word and in prayer, while at
work and at rest, ev ery day, yes, some times even at night. 

He speaks to them in many ways. 

Of ten times He speaks with harsh ness and se ver ity, and they
be come fright ened at His words. But they know His voice
also when He chas tens them for their un be lief, disobe di -
ence, and un faith ful ness. More over, they thank Him when
He, with the voice of au thor ity, puts holy fear into their luke -
warm and in dif fer ent hearts. 

They hear His voice when He com forts His weep ing and
sor row ing chil dren. A word from Him ban ishes all their sor -
row and dis tress and brings sun shine and joy into their gray -
est week-day. 

“They fol low me.” That is the other thing He says about His
own.

Yes, those who have seen the Lamb of God, those who have
been priv i leged to hide them selves with all their shame and
dis tress in His wounds and stripes, they fol low Him. They
never feel happy within un less they walk in the foot prints of
the Lamb.  It is not al ways easy to walk in them. But all who
love the Lamb take up their cross and fol low Him.

 
Taken from “God’s Word for Today”

by O. Hallesby

Ed i tor’s Note:  This de scrip tion of the sheep are the ones
that Je sus prom ises “no one is able to snatch them out of My
hand” (John 10:28).  Thus, this “eter nal se cu rity” is prom -
ised to the be liever who is hear ing, know ing and fol low ing
the Lord.  The Greek text de scribes all three of these ac tions
as a con tin ual pro cess, not a one-time act.

3 Lita Ford.  Los Angeles Times, 7 August 1988.

4 David A. Noebel.  Christian Rock:  The Strategem of Mephistopheles.  (Manitou Springs:  Summit Youth Ministries, n.d.), p. 26.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

EVER GRATEFUL !
“Thanks be to God for His in de scrib able (un speak able) gift!” II Co rin thi ans 9:15.

(Please read Psalm 19:7-14)
Thanksgiving is re ally a mem ory of the ‘heart’ and not

what’s in the ‘pock et book’!

We all have things that we ‘trea sure’ in this life and
some of the thing(s) we trea sure are also very pre cious  to
us!  Je sus plainly teaches that where our ‘trea sure’ is there
will our heart be also!  Some things we ‘trea sure’ are so ‘pre -
cious’ to us that we might call them ‘price less’.  Be ‘hon est’,
what do ‘you’ re ally trea sure?  Or is even ‘pre cious’ to you?  
IF you had to ‘let go’ of ev ery thing that has been en trusted to 
you in this life except one ‘trea sure’, what would be the very
last item you would keep?  As you know, when you take
things for granted, it can eas ily lead to in dif fer ence and in -
dif fer ence breeds or re pro duces con tempt.  

Two ques tions be fore we look a lit tle closer at the sug -
gested text above:  Can a per son be saved with out some
knowl edge/por tion of the Word of God?  Sec ond ques tion: 
Can a Chris tian grow with out the Word of God?  

NOW the Bi ble is not only in spired by God, er rant and
in fal li ble; but it is also UNIQUE, as it is also the only BOOK 
that God wrote (through godly men) in which HE says what
HE means and HE means what HE says!  Lis ten/read care -
fully and prayer fully what HE wants to tell YOU!  Ba si -
cally, what you think of the Bi ble tells what you think of
JESUS and what you think of JESUS tells what you think of
the Bi ble.  How se ri ously you take God at His Word (the Bi -
ble) tells the value you place upon your soul – God says:
“For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world,
and loses his own soul?  Or what will a man give in ex change 
for his soul?”  Mat thew 16:26.  

The Bi ble is also ‘unique’ in that it trans lates/re veals
into a Per son and this Per son is the only and very SON of
GOD!  NOW we do not wor ship the Book in it self, but the
Per son it re veals!  John 1:1, 2, 3, & 14.

IN a con densed way let us take a look at what God says
about His Book through the Psalm ist in Psalm 19:7-14. In
verse seven HE states that His Law is per fect, which means
there is ab so lutely no er ror in it at all, for it is ‘per fect’.  Then 
HE in structs ‘us’ that it is HIS Law that shows ‘us’ our sin
and is also our school mas ter (tu tor to bring us to JESUS). 
Galatians 3:24, Mat thew 5:17 & on, Romans 7:7-12, 11
Tim o thy 1:12.  For His Word is for ever set tled in Heaven –
Psalm 119:89, Prov erbs 28:9, 1 Pe ter 1:23, & Isa iah

55:10-11.

In verse eight HE tells us that HIS Book is a Book of ab -
so lutes and that a con verted sin ner also en joys the “Law” of
God, as such a sin ner knows that all of God’s Law/Word are
writ ten in His GRACE & LOVE and for our ben e fit.  Thus it
‘rejoices the heart; and ‘is pure en light en ing the eyes’.

There are two kinds of fear in this world, ei ther a slav ish
fear or child like fear OR a ‘fear’ that par a lyzes or mo ti vates.  
Deu ter on omy 32:3b – 4, He brews 12:28-29.

With verse 10 I am go ing to re mind you what God has
penned in 3 John 2 “Be loved, I pray that you may pros per in
all things and be in health, just as your soul pros pers”. 
“There fore, lay ing aside all mal ice, all de ceit, hy poc risy,
envy, and all evil speak ing, as new born babes, de sire the
pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby if in deed
you have tasted that the Lord is gra cious”  1 Pe ter 2:1-3.   

Warn ings usu ally, at first, are some thing we do not
ap pre ci ate for it usu ally means a change of plans and pri or i -
ties!!!!   But in verse eleven God shares that ‘warn ings’ are
not only nec es sary but ben e fi cial, if heeded, and obe di ence
is a test of our LOVE to HIM.  

In verse twelve and else where in His Book of GRACE,
let us re mind our selves that  EACH of “US” will one day
stand be fore this thrice Holy GOD.  Even at this very mo -
ment HE knows ev ery thing that tran spires in our lives and
that our ‘life’ is a open Book be fore HIM!  The search ing
ques tion then is:  What shall I do with my SIN as no sin will
ever en ter HEAVEN?  “For though you wash your self with
lye, and use much soap, Yet your in iq uity is marked be fore
Me,’ say the LORD GOD.”  (Jer e miah 2:22).  “But if we walk
in the light as he is in the light, we have fel low ship with one
an other, and the blood of Je sus Christ His Son cleanses us
from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  Praise God!  OUR de sire then be -
comes “I don’t want to SIN against my Sav iour in any man -
ner, shape or form, sins of omis sion nor com mis sion.” 
(verses 13-14).

D. L.  Moody said, “A man can no more take in a sup ply
of grace for the fu ture than he can eat enough to day to last
him for the next six months, or take suf fi cient air into his
lungs at once to sus tain life for a week to come.  We must
draw upon God’s bound less stores of grace from day to day
as we need it.”

con tin ued on pg.9
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Seek ing Wor ship pers

“But the hour com eth, and now is, when the true wor ship pers 
shall wor ship the Fa ther in spirit and in truth: for the Fa ther
seeketh such to wor ship Him”  (John 4:23).

Here is an amaz ing rev e la tion – that the om nip o tent God of
cre ation should ac tu ally be seek ing those among His crea -
tures who would freely come to love and wor ship Him!  How
could He pos si bly have to seek any thing?

Yet Je sus said He does!  In some in scru ta ble way, it sat is fies
the in fi nite heart of God when we re spond to His sac ri fi cial
love in grat i tude and wor ship.

We see this also in the ex pe ri ence of the ten lep ers.  All ten
had been cleansed of their lep rosy, but only one, a Sa mar i tan,
re turned to give thinks to Je sus.  Note the wist ful ness in Je -
sus’ re ply to the cleansed leper: “Were there not ten
cleansed?”  He asked, “but where are the nine?  There are
not found that re turned to give glory to God, save this
stranger” (Luke 17:17-18).  The Lord in deed takes note both of
the few who truly ap pre ci ate Him and also of the many who
take His bless ings for granted.

In the house of Si mon the Phar i see, for ex am ple, the Lord Je -
sus took spe cial note of the woman who washed His feet with
her tears and wiped them with her hair, anoint ing them with
the pre cious oint ment in her al a bas ter box.  But He also noted
that self-righ teous, crit i cal Si mon had pro vided no such ser -
vices at all.  Then He said: “Where fore I say unto thee, Her
sins, which are many, are for given; for she loved much: but
to whom lit tle is for given, the same loveth lit tle” (Luke 7:47).

Whether or not we fully un der stand, the Lord does seek those
who will wor ship Him in spirit and in truth.  There fore, “Seek 
ye first the king dom of God, and His righ teous ness; and all
these things shall be added unto you.” (Mat thew 6:33).

HMM
Taken from “Days of Praise,” Institute for Creation Research

Santee, California

Im i ta tion

Read Acts 19:8 - 20

De spite great op po si tion, all Asia heard the gos pel (vv.
8-10).  But did all be lieve?  Cer tainly not (v.9).  Do not be
per plexed when your wit ness is re buffed.  Sa tan is still hard at 
work, blind ing minds and clos ing hearts to the Light (2 Cor.
4:1-5).  Here in Asia, Sa tan de vised a new tech nique for hin -
der ing the work of God – im i ta tion.  The sons of Sceva cov -
eted the glory they as sumed the apos tle Paul was re ceiv ing in
his min is try.  The thought they also could re ceive glory if
they im i tated what God’s man was do ing.  The mir a cles
wrought by the hands of Paul (vv. 11-12), how ever, vin di -
cated his apos tle ship as well as opened the door for wit ness to 
the un be liev ing Jews and Gen tiles.  This at tempt by re li gious
op por tun ists to mimic the work of the Lord met with dire con -
se quences (vv. 13-16).  Pi ous pre tend ers will, in God’s time
and way, be made pain fully aware of the dan gers of tri fling
with spir i tual things.  Sa tan is a stern task mas ter; he does not
teat his sub jects kindly (vv.15-16).

We can see this same de cep tive im i ta tion in the
unbiblical move ments of our day.  They boast of great works
in the name of Je sus (v. 13), but they sorely lack gen u ine fi -
del ity to the Word and one true faith.  These re li gious coun -
ter feits are like the sons of Sceva and are headed for a sim i lar
end (Rev. 18:4-8).  The im i ta tion may in deed have a “form of
god li ness” (2 Tim. 3:5) – per haps even sup ported with su per -
nat u ral power by the God of this world – but if it is not iden ti -
fied in truth with the “Je sus whom Paul preacheth” (v. 13),
then we must avoid it and warn against it.  Test all things by
the Word (v. 20).  Be wary – Sa tan, the arch de ceiver, is seek -
ing to de stroy you!  

DWC
Taken from “Feature” Fundamental Evangelistic Association

Telephone 559 – 438-0080

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

THE BIBLE

One has beau ti fully writ ten about the Bi ble: “This Book
con tains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of sal va -
tion, the door of sin ners, and the hap pi ness of be liev ers.  Its
doc trines are holy; its pre cepts are bind ing; its his to ries are
true, its de ci sions are im mu ta ble.  Read it to be wise, be lieve
it to be safe; prac tice it to be holy.”

It con tains light to di rect you, food to sup port you and
com fort to cheer you.  It is the trav eler’s map, the pil grim’s
staff, the pi lot’s com pass, the sol dier’s sword and the Chris -
tian’s char ter.

Here in this Book the por tals of Heaven are opened and

gates of Hell are slammed shut.  Christ is the grand sub ject;
our good, its de sign; and the glory of God, its end.  It should
fill the mem ory, rule the heart and guide the feet.

Read it slowly, fre quently and prayer fully.  It is a mine
of wealth, a par a dise of glory and a river of plea sure.  It is
given to us in life, it will be opened in judg ment, and it will
be re mem bered for ever.  It in volves the high est re spon si bil -
ity, will re ward the great est la bor and con demns all who tri -
fle with its sa cred con tents.”  AMEN!!! “For ever, O LORD,
thy word is set tled in heaven” Psalm 119:89.  

NOTE:  The Scrip ture quo ta tion in last month’s “Ed i to -
rial” was ref er enced as Isa iah 54:2.   It should have been Isa -
iah 59:19.  Sorry for the er ror.
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Pub lish His Praise

Psalm 26:6-8
Few to day seem con cerned about fi del ity to the Lord

when it co mes to their Chris tian tes ti mony be fore oth ers,
and even fewer feel the need for stead fast ness in tell ing oth -
ers of God’s good ness and faith ful ness.  Of ten the be liever’s
tes ti mony lacks con sis tency in mak ing Christ known by
word as well as by deed.  We who know the Lord have a
wealth of first hand knowl edge of His “won drous works,”
and we con tin u ally should be shar ing our tes ti mony with
oth ers – how we were saved, God’s trans form ing power,
truths from His Word that work out in our daily lives, etc.

Da vid ex em pli fied the faith ful ness of God, both in his
whole hearted at ten dance to proper wor ship in the house of
God and in his de sire to “pub lish with the voice of
thanksgiving” the “won drous works” of the Lord (vv. 7-80).  
Herein lies an other key to what is nec es sary if the be liever’s
life is to be pleas ing to God and free from back slid ing – a
love for the Lord and for the things of God.  If we give
proper at ten tion to our call ing to praise and glo rify God at all 
times, the flesh will not gain the ad van tage.

Da vid also loved “the hab i ta tion of (God’s) house”
(v.8).  It is strange when Chris tians lack a de vo tion to spir i -
tual things and a heart felt de sire to as sem ble with oth ers of
like pre cious faith.  If such is the case, then some thing is def -
i nitely wrong.  Da vid was faith ful con cern ing the things of
God, just as his Lord had proven His faith ful ness time and
again.  No tice, too, the cleans ing from the de file ment of sin
that pre ceded the psalm ist’s wor ship (v. 6).  Do we pre pare
our hearts be fore we come to God? We should.  Sin robs the
saint of true joy in wor ship and faith ful ness in wit ness.

DWC
Taken from  “Feature”

Fundamental Evangelistic Association
Telephone  559 – 438-0080

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Hymn His tory
This is the ac count of the writ ing of the hymn,

“When the Roll is Called Up Yon der”

While walk ing through an al ley not far from his home
in Williamsport, Penn syl va nia, James M. Black no -
ticed Bessie, teen-age daugh ter of the lo cal drunk ard. 

“How would you like to come to our Sunday School?”
he asked kindly. 

“Sure, I would love to, but…” And she glanced sadly
at her rag ged dress and torn shoes. 

“I un der stand,” Mr. Black as sured her, and walked on, 
deep in thought.

 The next day, a par cel of new shoes, a dress and a hat
ar rived at the di lap i dated house where Bessie lived.
She was over joyed! 

The next time Mr. Black walked by and asked, “Now
would you like to come to Sunday School?” she re -
plied en thu si as ti cally, “Oh, yes, in deed!” 

Dur ing the weeks that fol lowed, Bessie be came a faith -
ful mem ber of the Sunday School and also joined the
young peo ple’s so ci ety at the church. 

One eve ning, the roll call at the young peo ple’s meet -
ing was be ing taken. Each young per son was to an -
swer by a fa vor ite Scrip ture verse. 

When Bessie’s name was called, there was no an swer!
No one seemed to know why she was not there. All
sensed Mr. Black’s con cern. 

He stood to his feet and com mented briefly about
Bessie’s ab sence, then asked the young peo ple to think 
about that day when the names are called from the
Lamb’s Book of Life. “When my name is called up
yon der, may I be there to re spond!” he said em phat i -
cally. 

By the time he reached his home, he had formed the
first verse. The other two verses fol lowed in just fif teen 
min utes of time. 

Later, he learned that Bessie had been too ill to at tend
church that night. The ill ness con tin ued, and in a few
days, the teen-age girl went into the pres ence of the
Lord whom she had so re cently met in a per sonal way. 

James M. Black found com fort in know ing that when
Heaven’s roll of the re deemed is called, Bessie would
be there to an swer sweetly, “Pres ent.” 

Taken from “Hymns of Faith”
North west ern Col lege Ra dio Net work

When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound,
and time shall be no more;

And the morning breaks eternal 
bright and fair;

When the saved of earth shall gather over 
on the other shore,

And the roll is called up yonder, 
I’ll be there.
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Believable…Yet Unbelievable

Opposition to “Gay Marriage” Increases

Op po si tion to “gay mar riage” and same-sex civil un ions 
is on the in crease, ac cord ing to a new Pew Re search poll.

The sur vey of 1,010 adults shows that by a mar gin of
57-32 per cent, Amer i cans op pose al low ing ho mo sex ual
cou ples to “marry.”  The last time op po si tion was this high
and sup port this low was in De cem ber 2004, when Amer i -
cans op posed “gay mar riage” by a mar gin of 61-32 per -
cent…

Dem o crats op pose “gay mar riage” by a mar gin of 48-42
per cent; while Re pub li cans op pose it, 78-14 per cent.

Ad di tion ally, a plu ral ity of Amer i can adults now op pose 
giv ing ho mo sex ual cou ples “many of the same rights as
mar ried cou ples” (also know as civil un ions) by a mar gin of
46-45 per cent…

The cur rent Pew poll con flicts with a May Gal lup poll,
which showed Amer i cans hav ing in creas ingly lib eral views
about ho mo sex u al ity.  In that poll, op po si tion to “gay mar -
riage” stood at 53-46 per cent.

—Baptist Press

Worldly Music Ties to Bible Studies

The Bea tles, The Roll ing Stones, the Ea gles and George
Strait—not ex actly what you’d ex pect to find on the cov ers
of newly-re leased small-group Bi ble stud ies.

But with dis cus sions rang ing from “Yel low Sub ma -
rine,” “Ho tel Cal i for nia,” “Check Yes or No” and  “Sat is fac -
tion,” that’s ex actly what you do get with the new small
group se ries called Tun ing In to God (Stan dard Pub lish ing,
2007)…

Each study uses an al bum of clas sic songs from one of
four pop icons to prompt dis cus sion of bib li cal truth…

“The Tun ing In to God se ries is an in no va tive ap proach
to top i cal Bi ble study,” said Steve Cou ture, vice pres i dent of
mar ket ing and sales for Stan dard Pub lish ing.

—ChristianNewswire.com

EDITOR’S COMMENTS:  The na ivete of a pro ject like
this is right in line with the mind-set of to day’s con tem po -
rary crowd.  You only le git i mize the worldly mu sic crowd in 
the think ing of your peo ple when you use rock mu sic as a
spring board.  This is not a wise course, and in our view it
will not pro duce fruit that “should re main” (John 15:16).

Sword of The Lord

Hindu Appointed to Head of Religion at
ELCA College

St. Olaf Col lege in North field, Min ne sota, af fil i ated
with the Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in Amer ica, has ap -
pointed a prac tic ing Hindu to head its re li gion de part ment. 
Anantanand Rambachan, who has taught re li gion at St. Olaf
since 1985, was ap pointed to head the school’s re li gion de -
part ment start ing in the fall of 2007; he is the first
non-Chris tian to hold the post in the school’s his tory.

Taken from “The Vine and the Branches”

Harry Potter Outsells the Bible

A few weeks ago, the fi nal edi tion of the Harry Pot ter
se ries sold 8.3 mil lion cop ies in a sin gle day here in the
United States, and 2.65 mil lion cop ies were sold in Great
Brit ain over the same 24 hour pe riod.  Peo ple stood in line
all night to pur chase the book based on witch craft and the
oc cult.  Cus tom ers paid an av er age of $34.99 per copy.

An es ti mated 325 mil lion Harry Pot ter books have been
sold worldwide.  The Pot ter se ries is now printed in 65 lan -
guages.  As a re sult of the prof its from her Harry Pot ter se -
ries, the au thor, J.K. Rowlings, is said to be the rich est
woman in the world.

The Bible remains the Most Read Book of
all Times

Over the past 10 years, 250 mil lion cop ies of the Bi ble
were sold worldwide, fall ing well be low the sales of the
Harry Pot ter books.  Yet the Bi ble re mains the best sell ing
book of all times.

The Bi ble was first [com mer cially] printed in 1454 by
Johannes Guttenberg.  Since then, an es ti mated 1.3 bil lion
cop ies of the Bi ble have been sold.  The Bi ble has been
trans lated into over 1,000 lan guages and sev eral thou sand
di a lects.  No book in his tory has been so widely read as has
the Bi ble.

In the midst of life’s raging storms and troubles, few
people will reach for their Harry Potter books to find
solace and comfort.  Those who do so will come away
empty handed.  People whose lives have been broken

can instead turn to God’s Word to find sweet
consolation and hope.  They will never be disappointed.
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A Parents Prayer

Make them good sol diers of Je sus Christ; let them
Never turn back in the day of bat tle.  Let them be
win ners and help ers of souls.  Let them live not to
be min is tered to, but to min is ter.

Make them loyal; let them set loy alty high
Above all things.  Make them do ers, 
Not mere talk ers.  Let them en joy hard work and choose
hard things
Rather than easy.  Make them trust wor thy.  Make them
wise,
For it is writ ten, He hath no 
Plea sure in fools.

Let them pass from de pend ence
On us to de pend ence on Thee.
Let them never come un der the 
Do min ion of earthly things; keep
Them free.  Let them grow up healthy,
Happy, friendly, and keen to make 
Oth ers happy.  Give them eyes to see the
Beauty of the world and hearts to wor ship its Cre ator.

Let them be gen tle to beast and bird; let  cru elty be 
Hate ful to them.  May they walk, O Lord, in the light
Of Thy coun te nance.

And for our selves we ask that we  might never  weaken.
“God is my strong sal va tion” …we ask that we 
might train them to say that word and live that life,
and pour them selves out for oth ers un hin dered by self.
                                                         —Amy Carmichael

Ed i tor’s Note:  Most sig nif i cant and vi tal, pray for their
Sal va tion; that they may ex pe ri ence know ing JESUS as
their per sonal Sav ior.  “Train up a child in the way he
should go, And when he is old he will not de part from it”
(Prov erbs 22:6).  “So they said, ‘Be lieve on the Lord Je sus
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your house hold.’” 
(Acts 16:31) Pray, Plant, Pray, Wa ter, Pray – expectedly!  

GOD never changes nor HIS pre cious Prom ises!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Heart of Our Un der stand ing

“Breth ren, be not chil dren in un der stand ing: howbeit in
mal ice be ye chil dren, but in un der stand ing be men”  (1 Co -

rin thi ans 14:20)..

 The wise man wrote long ago: “With all thy get ting get
un der stand ing” (Prov erbs 4:7).  How ever, we need to be sure
that the un der stand ing we ac quire is not per verted by the
spirit of this world.  When Paul wrote to the Ephe sians, he
em pha sized the con trast be tween a dark ened un der stand ing
and a spir i tu ally il lu mi nated un der stand ing.

“Walk not as other Gen tiles walk,” he ex horted, “in the
van ity of their mind.  Hav ing the un der stand ing dark ened,
be ing alien ated from the life of God through the ig no rance
that is in them, be cause of the blind ness of their heart”
(Ephe sians 4:17-18).  We need an un der stand ing en light ened by 
the Holy Spirit, not dark ened by a hard ened heart.

By the same token, as our text commands, we should
seek to attain a mature understanding of the things of God,
not remaining stagnant at the elementary level of
understanding.  It is dishonoring to the Lord who called us
into His family to remain spiritual children.  We should
exhibit the faith of a little child, and be as free from malice as 
a little child, but in understanding we must grow!  “for when 
…ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you
again …the first principles of the oracles of God …who by
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both
good and evil” (Hebrews 5:12,14).  “Grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (II Peter

3:18).
HMM

Taken from “Days of Praise”  Institute for Creation Research
Santee, California  92071

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Very Best – God’s Grace!

The ‘very best’ of all the re li gions of the world can pro -
duce is ‘teach ings’, while ‘Chris tian ity’ is JESUS as HE
shed HIS Life BLOOD for you!  “Je sus said to him, ‘I am the 
way, the truth, and the life.  No one co mes to the Fa ther ex -
cept through Me’” John 14:6.  Acts 4:12.  HE is the only
Sav iour of the world!  Do you know HIM as your per sonal
Sav iour?  HE IS ALIVE AND COMING AGAIN!  ARE
YOU READY?

Preaching, Practicing,
Proclaiming the “old time

Christianity”
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From our Fellowship Circle

JO Holmen, WI
I am 79 years old and I have re ceived ‘Morn ing Glory’ for
much of my life time.  It has im por tant read ing…I have used
some quotes in my Nurs ing Home min is try.  Your friend in
Christ.

JN Elk Mound, WI
The ‘MG’ is a great bless ing in my life.  I have never thrown
one away.

C & I Maxbass, ND
En closed….to help sup port…your in spir ing “Good News”
pa per…  It is in deed up lift ing, in spi ra tional and in for ma tive.

W & S By ron, MN
We are so blest  and spir i tu ally en cour aged and up lifted af ter 
read ing the ‘MG’. Thank you and we praise the Lord.  En -
closed a gift in mem ory of Wallace Nel son.

H & D North field, MN
Things are rough out there, Je sus is com ing soon.  The ‘MG’
is the best…I do some tract work in the mail and in our
Church.  It seems peo ple are grate ful.  Yes, we had our
monthly birth day party and we sang ‘Vic tory In Je sus’, won -
der ful!!

AS Saskatoon, Sask
We en joy the ‘MG’.  Keep up the good work of send ing out
the Truth of God

MH Owatonna, MN
Thank you for preach ing Christ – only through Him is our
sal va tion.  John 3:16

DS Fergus Falls, MN
En joy the mag a zine and wish more peo ple could be in -
formed on what is go ing on in our world.  Time is go ing by
fast.  In Christ’s Love.

CC Cathlamet, WA
“The truth shall set you free.”  Yes and we should have more
mag a zines like ‘MG’ that preach the truth.  Thank you.

AT  Se at tle, WA
“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”
Thank you for keep ing the ‘MG’ true to the Word, how we
need the pre cious truth…Many rel a tives un saved but no
sav ing mes sages preached any more, how will they be saved

now, only by the grace of God.  How I thank the Lord for
sav ing my soul July 1961.  The Lord has been so good all
these years.  Keep up the good work.  In Christ.

JR Lake City, IA
Just a lit tle some thing to help with ex penses.  En joy your
pub li ca tion very much and look for ward to re ceiv ing it. 
Keep up the good work.  God Bless your ef forts.

JN Enumclaw, WA
We have been re ceiv ing the ‘MG’ for sev eral years and do
en joy the good in for ma tion… Yours in Christ.  

AC Litch field, MN
I am an old fash ioned Chris tian 97 years old who be lieves
that old fash ioned gos pel that we must be born again spir i tu -
ally, Je sus, in or der to get to Heaven …I look for ward to ev -
ery is sue.  It helps strengthen my be liefs.  I can’t get to the
con fer ence …En closed is a lit tle gift for the con fer ence.

Ed i tors Note:  We ap pre ci ate hear ing what the Lord has
done in your daily life, please share it with our read ers.

There may be sev eral ways to Min ne ap o -
lis, Chi cago, New York or any other place you 
choose; BUT there is only ONE WAY TO
HEAVEN!

Je sus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life.  No one co mes to the Fa ther, but by
Me.” (John 14:6)

Many have at tacked this verse, so that all 
re li gions seem to make it to heaven.  If you do 
that, then you just called the Son of God a
liar!

Dear Reader, are you liv ing in re pen tance
of sin and true born-again faith in Je sus? 
That is the ONLY way to heaven!
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A Foundation of FAITH
and GRACE

Bib li cal Lutheranism be gan, as many great move ments
through out his tory do, with a sin gle per son – Mar tin Lu ther.  
Now we do not wor ship ‘Mar tin Lu ther, but thank GOD
what HE wrought through a sin ner saved by GRACE.  This
Ger man monk and uni ver sity pro fes sor was un wa ver ing in
his con vic tion in the au thor ity of Scrip ture and that sin ners
are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, through the
Word alone.  

Oc to ber 31, 1517, Mar tin Lu ther nailed his 95 The sis
(rea sons) to the door of Cas tle Church at Wittenberg, Ger -
many.  

Jan u ary 152l, Lu ther re fuses to cease his teach ings and
is ex com mu ni cated by the Ro man Cath o lic Church.  In May, 
Charles V signs the Edict of Worms, de clar ing Lu ther an
out law.

In 1529 Lu ther pens  “A Mighty For tress is Our God”
In 1534 Lu ther pub lishes his trans la tion of the BIBLE. 

It is the first com plete Bi ble trans lated from the orig i nal He -
brew and Greek into Ger man.

Feb ru ary 18, 1546 Died in Eisleben, Ger many 
1625 Lu theran im mi grants from Hol land set tle in New

Am ster dam (later re named New York).
1721 Bach com pletes the Banderburg Con cer tos
1748 Henry Melchior Muhlenberg forms the Pennsylvia 

Ministerium, the first Lu theran church body in Amer i can
col o nies.

1814 ‘The Star Span gled Ban ner’ is penned by Fran cis
Scott Key

MARTIN LUTHER EXPERIENCED AND
TAUGHT THAT SALVATION IS BY GRACE
ALONE, FAITH ALONE AND THE WORD
ALONE!

The Eter nal Faith ful ness of the Lord

OH, give thanks to the LORD!  Call upon His name;
Make known His deeds among the peo ples!  Sing to Him, 
sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His won drous works! 
Glory in His holy name; Let the hearts of those re joice
who seek the LORD!  Seek the LORD and His strength;
Seek His face ev er more!”  (Psalm 105:1-4)

Con gres sio nal Re cord

This state ment was read over the Pub lic Ad dress sys tem at a
high school foot ball game in Kingston, Ten nes see, on Sep -
tem ber 1, 2000 by Roane County High School Prin ci pal
Jody McLoud.  This state ment was read into the Con gres sio -
nal Re cord by Con gress man Zach Wamp (R-Ten nes see) on
Sep tem ber 20, 2000

“It has al ways been the cus tom at Roane County High
School foot ball games, to say prayer and play the Na tional
An them, to honor God and Coun try.

Due to a re cent rul ing by the Su preme Court, I am told
that say ing a prayer is a vi o la tion of fed eral case law.  As I
un der stand the law at this time, I can use this pub lic fa cil ity
to ap prove of sex ual per ver sion and call it an “al ter nate life -
style,” and if some one is of fended, that’s OK.

I can use it to con done sex ual pro mis cu ity, by dis pens -
ing con doms and call ing it “safe sex.”  If some one is of -
fended, that’s OK.

I can even use this pub lic fa cil ity to pres ent the mer its of
kill ing an un born baby as a “vi a ble” means of birth con trol. 
If some one is of fended, no problem.

I can des ig nate a school day as “Earth Day” and in volve
stu dents in ac tiv i ties to wor ship re li giously and praise the
god dess “mother Earth” and call it ecology.

I can use lit er a ture, vid eos and pre sen ta tions in the
class room that de pict peo ple with strong, tra di tional Chris -
tian con vic tions as “sim ple minded” and “ig no rant” and call
it “enlightenment.”

How ever, if any one uses this fa cil ity to honor God and
to ask Him to bless this event with safety and good sports -
man ship, then fed eral case law is vi o lated.

This ap pears to be in con sis tent at best, and at worst, di a -
bol i cal.  Ap par ently, we are to be tol er ant of ev ery thing and
any one, ex cept God and His Com mand ments.  

Nev er the less, as a school prin ci pal, I fre quently ask staff 
and stu dents to abide by rules with which they do not nec es -
sar ily agree.  For me to do oth er wise would be in con sis tent
at best, and at worst, hyp o crit i cal.  I suf fer from that af flic -
tion enough un in ten tion ally.  I cer tainly do not need to add
an in ten tional transgression.

For this rea son, I shall “ren der unto Caesar that which is
Caesar’s” and re frain from pray ing at this time.

How ever, if you feel in spired to honor, praise and thank
God and ask Him, in the name of Je sus, to bless this event,
please feel free to do so.  As far as I know, that’s not against
the law …yet.”

Contributed by John T. Ofstedahl, 
Holmen, WI
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Update – Enter

‘”But you, when you pray, go into your room, (Prayer closet, pan try, store house) and when you have shut your
door, pray to your Fa ther who is in the se cret place; and your Fa ther who sees in se cret will re ward you openly.’”
Mat thew 6:6 (read also Luke 12:2).

Nu mer ous places in ter wo ven through out Holy Scrip ture en cour age and ex hort us to ASK  in Prayer of our Heav enly
Fa ther. What a priv i lege and la bor of love to pray; be cause of HIS Mercy and Grace.

ALL can pray and many can give; but not ev ery one who prays is a Chris tian; but ALL Chris tians Pray!

SO those of you who know JESUS as your per sonal Sav iour, would you please pray for the fol low ing:

     1)  The min is try of the Morn ing Glory, that be liev ers be nur tured, ed i fied and made more ‘alert’ in re gards to the
days/con di tions that we are liv ing in AND also that the two added is sues of the Morn ing Glory this next year will be -
come an ex tra bless ing, Lord will ing.

     2)  That those who are un saved, but re ceive the Morn ing Glory, may come to per son ally know JESUS as their Sav iour.

     3)  The Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion Board Mem bers and their families might be richly  blest and di rected 
by the Lord.

     4)  Those who are di rectly in volved in com pil ing the Morn ing Glory and print ing/pub lish ing will be kept in the hol low 
of HIS HAND (cleft of the Rock); both Spir i tu ally and phys i cally.

     5)  The re ceiv ing and read ing of the newly printed book lets “Mir ror of the Heart” and “Sin ners in the Hands of an An -
gry God” may be well re ceived and heeded.  Our out reach min is try through our newly de vel oped web site:
haugeinnermission.com.

     6) That there may be a re newed hunger for the Word of God it self among the ‘house hold of faith’ across the be loved
USA and be yond.

     7)  That ‘be liev ers’ would be obe di ent to the prompt ing of the Holy Spirit in sup port of this min is try. 

(It is our will and de sire that this “min is try” should con tinue to be Bib li cally Lu theran in doc trine, fun da men tal and
evan ge lis tic in na ture and truly Bib li cally piet ist ic in prac tice as a ‘free move ment’, un til Je sus co mes.) 

     8)  Pray that be liev ers will have a real bur den, con vic tion, cour age to seek to ar range for evan ge lis tic meet ings, Bi -
ble con fer ences, fel low ship groups, etc.  (Faith in Ac tion).  We do have a ‘gos pel tent’ that is avail able and will ing to as -
sist you in the same.   

     9)  That GOD might be glo ri fied through these ef forts and don’t for get to thank and praise HIM for what HE has done
and is do ing through this min is try!  Sea son your prayer life with Praise and Thanksgiving.   

    10)  That pos si bly God would want YOU to re mem ber this ministry in YOUR last Will and Tes ta ment.  It might be that 
God would lay it upon hearts in your con gre ga tions that, at your an nual meet ing, you should in clude in your ‘out reach
min is try’ ei ther monthly or a yearly fi nan cial given amount!

     As I con clude this ‘chal lenge’ in this is sue of the Morn ing Glory; why not through your con gre ga tion or your self see
to it that mem bers, friends, etc. would have a copy of “Mir ror of the Heart” and /or “Sin ners in the Hands of an An gry
God”.  The printed page is like a ‘si lent mes sen ger’.

     Are you con sid er ing giv ing the “Morn ing Glory” as a Christ mas GIFT?  Why not?

     As you re call, you will ‘re mem ber’ that fi nan cially the ‘sum mer months’ were en cour ag ing; but as you note there is a
slack ing off in Sep tem ber.  A word to the wise should be suf fi cient!

July In come for the Morn ing Glory - $1445.00

Au gust In come for the Morn ing Glory - $1755.00

Sep tem ber In come for the Morn ing Glory - $1057.00

Each is sue of the Morn ing Glory costs app. $2,375.00

Thank You for your part in this the Lord’s Work.

GOD Al ways keeps His PROMISES!MAY YOU AND YOURS TRULY EXPERIENCE A VERY BLESSED
THANKSGIVING SEASON Trace Your Bless ings To the BLESSER & THANK HIM!


